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The German Shepherd Dog Club of Atlanta 
WAS FOUNDED WHEN A SMALL GROUP OF BREEDERS AND OWNERS

INTERESTED IN THE GSD MET IN ATLANTA, GA. OUR FIRST CLUB PRESIDENT
WAS MRS. MICHELLE LEATHERS BILLINGS.  THE CLUB’S PURPOSE WAS, AND

REMAINS, THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE BREED.  THE CLUB BECAME A
NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION CHARTERED IN GEORGIA IN 1974, THE GERMAN

SHEPHERD DOG CLUB OF ATLANTA, INC. 

70
PRESIDENT DANIAL PICKNELL
VICE PRESIDENT JOHN CONELY
TREASURER JUSTIN MOORE 
SECRETARY REN LEWIS
MEMBER-AT-LARGE MINDI KELLEY-CHASE
MEMBER-AT-LARGE HILARY BORETZ
PAST PRESIDENT JUSTIN MOORE
NEWSLETTER EDITOR TANYA JONES

NEXT MEETING: APR 11   TH

CLUB SPECIALTY SHOWS: APR 17  & 18  (CLOSES 4.1 AT 6 PM)  TH TH

NGABHDA HERDING TRIALS:  APR 25  & 26  (CLOSES 4.13)TH TH

NEW MEMBER APPLICATIONS: MATULLO FAMILY (CYNTHIA, GLENN, ALEX)
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OUR NEWSLETTERS AND WEBSITE

OFFER ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITIES AT

AFFORDABLE COSTS.

THESE OUTLETS ARE A GREAT WAY TO

CONNECT WITH A LARGER AUDIENCE

FROM AN ESTABLISHED SOURCE.

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING

POSSIBILITIES FOR YOU/YOUR BUSINESS,

FEEL FREE TO REACH OUT. 

NEWSLETTER 
PUBLICATIONS 

OPPORTUNITIES

The German Shepherd Dog Club of Atlanta, Inc.

3



ENTR I E SENTR I E S

CLOSE APR 1    STCLOSE APR 1    ST

You have one last chance!
Get those entries in now!

For the complete Combined Premium List, go to 
https://www.gsdca.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Atlanta-North-Georgia-2026-

Premium-1.pdf

@ 6 PM   @ 6 PM   
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L U N C H  O R D E R SL U N C H  O R D E R S

DUE BY APR 10   THDUE BY APR 10   TH

Celebrate good times,
COME ON! 

Let’s cele
brate!
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the wealth of
knowledge that keeps

on giving!

the wealth of
knowledge that keeps

on giving!

Dr. Carmen Battaglia Dr. Carmen Battaglia A MUST READ BOOK!

www.breedingbetterdogs.com
E A C H  P U R C H A S E  S U P P O R T S

T H E  G S D C A  J U N I O R S
P R O G R A M !

ORDER YOUR COPY NOW!
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Rain, snow, sleet or hail, the shows MUST go on!  
  
Mississippi State Kennel Club Shows (MS) 1.16.26, 1.17.26 & 1.18.26 Luc OS, OS and Sel
                                                                                                                                   Sassi B, G3, B, B, G2

Alexandria Kennel Club Shows (LA) 1.24.26 Iceman W, BW (3-pt major)

International Dog Shows & IABCA (GA) 2.7.26 & 2.8.26 Amaya, Style, Tango, Viper International Champions  
                                                                                                 Viper also earned his CGC Title while at the IABCA Show.

United Kennel Club Shows (GA) 2.28.26 & 3.1.26 Tango B, B, G2
                                                                                              Rage W
`
GSD Club of Tampa Shows (FL) 2.28.26 & 3.1.26 Bella W, BW (4-pt major) 

Cary Kennel Club Shows (NC) 3.4.26 thru 3.8.26 Style Sel, Sel, B, G1, B, G3 and B, G1 (6-GC pts)

GSDC of San Antonio (TX) 3.14.26 & 3.15.26 Nik B X 3 

Virginia Beach Kennel Club Shows (VA) 3.21.26 & 3.22.26 Luc B, G4, OS (6-GC pts)  ***Bronze Grand Championship
                                                                                                              Miley (Luc’s daughter) W, B, BW (4-pt major)

Griffin Kennel Club FAST CAT (GA) 3.21.26 & 3.22.26 Bold  FCAT, Fastest Herding Dog x 2

Recent Events & Activities

In today’s world of acronyms, we sometimes assume that

everyone is aware of the latest shortened form, initialism,

or abbreviation that was created in the last 48 hours. We

don’t want to assume that all readers are aware of

placement abbreviations.  So, IYKYK, and if you don’t, here

you go  

B - Breed
BW - Best of Winners            G1 - Group 1                 CGC - Canine Good Citizen
OS - Best of Opposite Sex        G2 - Group 2                FCAT - F - Fast Coursing Ability Test
Sel - Select Dog or Bitch          G3 - Group 3               BIS - Best in Show
W - Winners                       G4 - Group 4               RBIS - Reserve Best in Show
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THE                            MUST GO ON!  
Sassi finished 2025 as the #1 GSD (All-Breed)

Sassi started the first period of 2026 as the #1 Herding Dog
                                                  #1 GSD

In addition to the three Breed with G3 and G2 wins at the Mississippi State Kennel Club Shows, Sassi
was awarded five Breed placements, with three G1, two G2, and lovely RBIS and BIS placements at the
Kenosha Kennel Club Shows (WI).  

This dynamic duo collected four more B/G1 and a BIS at the Danville Kennel Club Shows (IL), and four
additional B/G1 at the Detroit Kennel Club Shows (MI).  Team Sassi kept it moving to the Cyclone
Country Kennel Club of Ames Shows (IA) and picked up two B/G2, the Dubuque and Wisconsin Kennel
Club Shows (WI) where she collected five Breed, and G1, G2, and G3 placements, before they finally landed
at the Pensacola Dog Fanciers Association Shows (FL) and gracefully and graciously received RBIS and two
BIS placements.  WOW!         

Sassi went on to win B/G1 at all four shows at the Leavenworth Kennel Club Shows (MO) and closed out
the final show with BIS before going to the Mid-Kentucky Kennel & Kentuckiana GSD Club Shows (KY) for
five Breed wins and 23-GC points. 

But wait, that’s not all!!  Sassi, the point collector, and her team had the energy to go to the Sedalia &
Columbia MO Kennel Club Shows (MO) for a BIS and two B/G2 before heading south to steal the first
show of the Mississippi Gulf Coast Crawfish Cluster with a Best in Show!  The Sassi Duo finished the
Gulf Coast shows with two more BIS, one RBIS, two Herding Group B/G1 placements, and two Specialty
Breed wins! 
   
We recognize the resources, time, and hard work that go into keeping this well-oiled machine on the move
to cover the mid-south, midwest, southeastern, and gulf coast regions recently traveled.  We are proud
of Sassi’s representation of the German Shepherd Dog breed.  
                                                                                                                                   

Recent Events & Activities
cont’d...

Sassi show
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We had the opportunity to learn from the Accomplished K-9 Royce

who demonstrated his Search And Rescue skills with his handler

Brittany Buckley!

Recent Events & Activities
cont’d...

Ren volunteered as the missing subject and Royce did not waste any

time rescuing her from the woods.  We received valuable information

related to the beginning stages of imprinting odors, building drive,

introduction to tracking, and nuggets about different specializations.  

      We learned that the rainy conditions we experienced during the

educational were ideal for tracking/trailing since the moisture helps to

hold the scent to the ground.  Brittany explained how the heat causes

the scent to fade quickly, provided info related to ideal surfaces for

searching, tips on reading your dog, and other environmental factors

for consideration.  

Tyrus volunteered and showed off his searching skills as he went on a

couple of hunts for his ‘humom’. Thanks to Justin who stepped in to

handle the super eager Tyrus who wasted no time catching on to the

game.  Rainy showed off her skills with a quick building search before

she found her ‘humom’ hiding in the woods.

     

Thank 
you 

Thank 
you 
Brittany! Brittany! 
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Upcoming Events & Activities

Club meeting - April 11  (Finalize Spring shows) th

AKC GSD Specialty - GSD Clubs of Atlanta & N Georgia April 17  & 18            th th

          Entries close Apr 1  @ 6pm            st
valerieharrington123@gmail.com

NGABHDA Herding Trials - April 25  & 26            th th

          Entries close Apr 13  @ 7pm                    th
https://showentries.info

For the complete Premium List, go to 
https://www.gsdca.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Atlanta-

North-Georgia-2026-Premium-1.pdf

Barn Hunt Trials - April 25  & 26  (Canine Country Academy)          th th

          Pre-entries close Apr 4th

Go to https://secreterrier.com for a listing of various AKC, UKC, Barn

Hunt, scent work, and other events.                     

 https://secreterrier.com/

For the complete Premium List, go to 
https://www.caninecountryacademy.com/wp

-content/uploads/2026/01/Barn-Hunt-
Premium-April-2026.pdf
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Breeder Referral
Coordinator

MMEEEETT  tthhee  BBRREEEEDD
MMEEEETT  tthhee  BBRREEEEDD
MEET the BREED
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German Shepherd 
Dog Club of America (GSDCA)

https://www.gsdca.org/

https://www.akc.org/dog-
breeds/german-shepherd-dog/

TIPS:

I offer referrals towards our club members first.  If I don’t know of any club
puppies, I offer names of others local to our area that I know offer a good dog and
will stand behind their puppies.  And I give no preferences to anyone – I try to be

as unbiased as possible.
 

The below questions are based on my experience as a breeder and owner.  My first
dog purchase in 1968 was an inbred father/daughter litter, and he had the most

titles of any dog in his 5-generation pedigree – a CDX.  I will credit him with
establishing my love of the breed and we had a lot of fun. 

***Questions that I ask callers: 
 Have you ever owned a GSD before?
 What area of town do you live in or does it matter how
far away the puppy is located?
 Do you have a fenced yard or what is your exercise
plan?
 Do you want a puppy or an older dog?
 What do you want to do with your dog – pet, show,
performance, etc?
 How did you find out about the club?

 
***Questions I advise callers to ask the person with

puppies.  Callers frequently know of “puppies” from a
friend knows someone who has a litter.

 What health screenings do the parents have, i.e. OFA,
DM, etc?
 Make sure you meet the dam of the puppies, if you
don’t like her leave 
 How old is the dam?
 Do they have both parents on site? 

Members, ke
ep me in the loop!

Let me know if you
’re having

puppies
, planning a litter,

 or have

a dog you 
want to pl

ace. 

I joined the GSDC of Atlanta
in 1972, moved out of the

area and continued in
obedience with my dogs
until we moved back to

Atlanta in 1984.  I rejoined
the club in 1988 after my
old dogs had died and I

purchased a puppy from
Caralon Kennels. 

 I’ve had dogs that were
shown in conformation,

obedience, rally, herding,
FastCat, and dabbled in
tracking and nose work.

I tell everyone that calls – your dog needs
a job – if you don’t give him one, they will

make their own job.
Everyone has their own hot buttons, and

these are mine.  I’ve been fortunate to
have great mentors over the years.

Scootie Sherlock of Caralon Kennels, was
my first mentor and was always there for
me even after I no longer had a dog from
her bloodlines.  Find yourself a mentor

and then listen!

Joye 
Evan

s
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We highly recommend membership with our Parent club.  
 

It puts you in a position to stay abreast of GSD happenings locally, regionally and nationally.  
 

   Multiple membership options are available: Single, Family, Juniors.  Requirements for membership options can be
located on the parent club’s website or can be viewed on the next page of this newsletter.

https://www.gsdca.org/application-and-info/ 

German Shepherd Dog Club of America

1) To promote the breeding of the German Shepherd Dog;
 

2) To define precisely and publish definition of the true type, and to urge the adoption of such types on
    breeders, judges, dog show committees, etc., as the only recognized and unvarying standard by which
    the German Shepherd Dog is to be judged, and which may in the future be uniformly accepted as the

    sole standard of excellence in breeding and awarding prizes of merit;
 

3) To do all in its power to protect and advance the interests of the breed by offering prizes, supporting
    certain shows, encouraging the development of working qualities and taking any other steps that may

    seem advisable;
 

4) To promote its most conspicuous characteristics as Police Dog, War Dog, Red Cross Dog, and Herding
     Dog, and;

 
5) To encourage therefore all trial and demonstrations in which those qualities may be shown, so as to

    interest the public generally, but especially the police and other municipal organizations in our ideals. 12



There are two types of membership: Regular & Junior.

Regular Members (Single or Family): Minimum age of 18 years. Must be in good standing
with AKC. Shall subscribe to the Objects of the Club, and abide by the Club’s By-laws, the

Club’s Membership Code of Conduct and the rules and regulations of the American Kennel
Club. Regular members may join via a Single or Family membership. Family membership

consists of: husband & wife; significant other; parents/adult children (18 and over) living at
the same residence. Lifetime Members are Regular Members who have had a continuous
membership of 40 years. Lifetime members pay no dues but are eligible to vote and hold

office.

Junior Members: Must be 9 years of age and not more than 18 years of age and
shall subscribe to the same criteria as Regular Membership with the exception of
the requirement to pay dues. Junior members cannot vote, hold office, or serve
on committees other than junior committees. Junior Membership Applications:

Please use parent or guardian contact information.

FAMILY APPLICATIONS – Please if possible provide a unique email address for
each member. Your email address will be your login to the Members section and

emails cannot be shared.

GSDCA Membership
Application

GSDC of Atlanta
Membership  Application

 https://www.gsdcatlanta.org/membership.php

https://www.gsdca.org/application-and-info/
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 your star travel works directly with
partners to secure the best deals. 

We can take you to central America,
Alaska, Canada, Australia, or

wherever your dreams take you. 

 Where it’s ALL about YOU!

Your Way!

Your Day!

Your fun!

Your Stay!

Your family!

Your friends!

Your memories!

YOUR STAR TRAVELYOUR STAR TRAVEL  YOUR STAR TRAVEL 
with over 120 years of extensive

travel planning experience, our highly
skilled team specializes in river/ocean
travel, European, Asian, and African

destinations, cruise packages, escorted
tours, all-inclusive options and more.    

Contact us to plan your dream vacation and
next memorable experience!

www.yourstartravel.com
Karla@YourStarTravel.com or 678-462-3226

Services are FREE!Services are FREE!Services are FREE!
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Louisiana Gumbo

Shug’s Sauteed Sprouts

FOLLOW US

Shug’s Winnin’ Crock Pot
White BeansShug’s Shrimp &

Spinach Skillet
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Decreased Sodium
Not a GMO

NO Preservatives

 CLICK HERE TO ORDER 
your Seasoning & Cookbook TODAY!!
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Stud Dog 

DAE CH Colbyhaus Pantagonia Diplomat BCAT TC 
X 

“Tucker”  

CANSELAM/CANCHPastorBurgosROMCTEC GCH ColbyHaus' Dancin' In The Willows HIT

Danial P & Justin M • tuckkay2019@outlook.com • 727-510-5850 • https://www.colbyhausgsd.com/breedingprogram 

*Completed @ 81months/Age 6.5 yrs 

à

à

à 

DM Carrier

Coat Carrier

Frozen Available 

“I was impressed by the class winner. He was shown in top condition. He was a black and
tan male of beautiful breed type. His back was rock solid, and he is a strong and efficient

mover covering a lot of ground. This was really a beautiful veteran male. I loved him." 

Judge Mr. Michel Chaloux 

Class Dogs- 1st
Veterans 7-9 years 

2022 National Specialty 

Available to 
Approved Bitches 
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	The German Shepherd Dog Club of Atlanta, Inc.
	The German Shepherd Dog Club of Atlanta  WAS FOUNDED WHEN A SMALL GROUP OF BREEDERS AND OWNERS INTERESTED IN THE GSD MET IN ATLANTA, GA. OUR FIRST CLUB PRESIDENT WAS MRS. MICHELLE LEATHERS BILLINGS.  THE CLUB’S PURPOSE WAS, AND REMAINS, THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE BREED.  THE CLUB BECAME A NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION CHARTERED IN GEORGIA IN 1974, THE GERMAN SHEPHERD DOG CLUB OF ATLANTA, INC.
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	The German Shepherd Dog Club of Atlanta, Inc.
	NEWSLETTER  PUBLICATIONS  OPPORTUNITIES
	You have one last chance!             Get those entries in now!


	ENTRIES
	CLOSE APR 1ST
	@ 6 PM

	LUNCH ORDERS
	DUE BY APR 10TH
	Celebrate good times, COME ON!
	Let’s celebrate!


	Dr. Carmen Battaglia
	the wealth of knowledge that keeps on giving!
	A MUST READ BOOK!
	www.breedingbetterdogs.com
	EACH PURCHASE SUPPORTS THE GSDCA JUNIORS PROGRAM!



	Recent Events & Activities
	Rain, snow, sleet or hail, the shows MUST go on!
	In today’s world of acronyms, we sometimes assume that everyone is aware of the latest shortened form, initialism, or abbreviation that was created in the last 48 hours. We don’t want to assume that all readers are aware of placement abbreviations.  So, IYKYK, and if you don’t, here you go

	Recent Events & Activities
	cont’d...
	THE                            MUST GO ON!   Sassi finished 2025 as the #1 GSD (All-Breed) Sassi started the first period of 2026 as the #1 Herding Dog                                                   #1 GSD

	Sassi show

	Recent Events & Activities
	cont’d...
	Thank you
	Brittany!
	We had the opportunity to learn from the Accomplished K-9 Royce who demonstrated his Search And Rescue skills with his handler Brittany Buckley!
	Ren volunteered as the missing subject and Royce did not waste any time rescuing her from the woods.  We received valuable information related to the beginning stages of imprinting odors, building drive, introduction to tracking, and nuggets about different specializations.         We learned that the rainy conditions we experienced during the educational were ideal for tracking/trailing since the moisture helps to hold the scent to the ground.  Brittany explained how the heat causes the scent to fade quickly, provided info related to ideal surfaces for searching, tips on reading your dog, and other environmental factors for consideration.   Tyrus volunteered and showed off his searching skills as he went on a couple of hunts for his ‘humom’. Thanks to Justin who stepped in to handle the super eager Tyrus who wasted no time catching on to the game.  Rainy showed off her skills with a quick building search before she found her ‘humom’ hiding in the woods.



	Upcoming Events & Activities
	Club meeting - April 11th (Finalize Spring shows)
	valerieharrington123@gmail.com

	AKC GSD Specialty - GSD Clubs of Atlanta & N Georgia April 17th & 18th                      Entries close Apr 1st @ 6pm
	NGABHDA Herding Trials - April 25th & 26th                      Entries close Apr 13th @ 7pm
	https://showentries.info

	Barn Hunt Trials - April 25th & 26th (Canine Country Academy)                     Pre-entries close Apr 4th
	Go to https://secreterrier.com for a listing of various AKC, UKC, Barn Hunt, scent work, and other events.
	https://secreterrier.com/


	Breeder Referral Coordinator
	MEET the BREED
	Learn more about the breed through our parent club and AKC!!
	TIPS:
	https://www.gsdca.org/

	https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/german-shepherd-dog/


	German Shepherd Dog Club of America
	We highly recommend membership with our Parent club.    
	It puts you in a position to stay abreast of GSD happenings locally, regionally and nationally.    
	Multiple membership options are available: Single, Family, Juniors.  Requirements for membership options can be located on the parent club’s website or can be viewed on the next page of this newsletter. https://www.gsdca.org/application-and-info/

	GSDCA Membership Application
	GSDC of Atlanta Membership  Application
	There are two types of membership: Regular & Junior.
	Junior Members: Must be 9 years of age and not more than 18 years of age and shall subscribe to the same criteria as Regular Membership with the exception of the requirement to pay dues. Junior members cannot vote, hold office, or serve on committees other than junior committees. Junior Membership Applications: Please use parent or guardian contact information.
	FAMILY APPLICATIONS – Please if possible provide a unique email address for each member. Your email address will be your login to the Members section and emails cannot be shared.
	https://www.gsdca.org/application-and-info/
	https://www.gsdcatlanta.org/membership.php
	Your Way!
	Your memories!
	Your Day!
	Your Stay!
	Your fun!
	Your family!
	Your friends!

	YOUR STAR TRAVEL
	Services are FREE!
	Where it’s ALL about YOU!
	with over 120 years of extensive travel planning experience, our highly skilled team specializes in river/ocean travel, European, Asian, and African destinations, cruise packages, escorted tours, all-inclusive options and more.
	your star travel works directly with partners to secure the best deals.  We can take you to central America, Alaska, Canada, Australia, or wherever your dreams take you.
	Contact us to plan your dream vacation and next memorable experience!
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	“Tucker”
	Stud Dog
	Available to
	Approved Bitches
	*Completed @ 81months/Age 6.5 yrs
	2022 National Specialty
	Class Dogs- 1st Veterans 7-9 years
	Judge Mr. Michel Chaloux
	“I was impressed by the class winner. He was shown in top condition. He was a black and tan male of beautiful breed type. His back was rock solid, and he is a strong and efficient mover covering a lot of ground. This was really a beautiful veteran male. I loved him."
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